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Foreward 

 
One of my hobbies has been genealogy, and I have been 

practising it more than fifteen years.  Not long after my step 

father, Ernest McQuary, passed away in the fall of 2001, 

my wife Darcy and I made our first trip to Korea to teach 

English.  It was here, in Korea, that I decided, out of 

curiosity, to see if I could find anything on the ancestors of 

Ernest Franklin McQuary.  Not really expecting to get far, 

because I had only a little information, I was shocked at 

the depth and breadth of the ancestry I eventually 

uncovered. 

 

To begin with, all I had was that his parents, Charles 

Gilbert McQuary, and Susan Laverne Davis were born in 

Missouri, so I searched.   I found a Humphrey McQuary 

with a big family in Macon, Missouri.  It is quite clear that 

the spelling on the handwritten document is actually 

ôMcQuaryõ.  The census records stated that Humphrey was 

born in North Carolina, about 1810.  Of course, that was the 

end of the line because children are not listed that early, only 

heads of households.  

 

 Humphrey had a large family and one of his sons is 

named ôCharlesõ.  His birth year was too far back to be 

Ernestõs father, but checking forward, I found a Charles G 

McQuary in the 1900 census for Macon, Missouri.  He was 

living with his siblings and widowed mother, Mary E 

Broeffle.  Since she was widowed, and since I could not find 
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the seniour Charles in the 1900, I rightly concluded that the 

Charles listed in the family of Humphrey McQuary must 

have died before 1900 and was indeed the father of Charles 

Gilbert McQuary.    

 

I wanted to go further.  The census records from 1850 to 

1880 are complete for Humphrey McQuaryõs family, and 

in each one, he is listed as having been born in North 

Carolina about 1810.  There is no use to search census 

records for children prior to 1850 because they are not listed.  

As noted above, only the household heads are named.  By 

1850, of course, Humphrey McQuary had his own family.  

Who is his father?   

 

I was at a brick wall.  Then on a hunch, I did a Google 

search on the family using ôMcQuearyõ as the spelling, and 

I really hit the jackpot.  Someone had already done the 

research on a family line that leads back to early North 

Carolina, Viginia, and Kentucky.  I found the parents of 

Humphrey McQuary and his parents etc, all the way back 

to their origins in Scotland.  I discovered that there were 

many documents such as wills and property deeds to 

authenticate the research, but I guess you really have to be a 

genealogist to know how exciting that is. 

 

Next, I  went to work on Susan Laverne Davis, wife of 

Charles Gilbert McQuary, and of course, mother of Ernest 

McQuary and his Canadian siblings.  Here I uncovered 
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another wealth of ancestry going back even further than the 

McQuarys into early Virgina.   

 

On the McQuary side, I discovered research, although not 

all documented, which leads back to the royalty of early 

Scotland and Ireland with connections to Robert the Bruce 

and William Wallace.  This is one of the more impressive 

lines of research of this kind I have seen, and I conclude 

that though it may not be proven, it is, nonetheless, 

reasonable.  There is an old adage that the further back oneõs 

roots go into the  early New England, the more likely such 

an ancestry is true, since early on they banished many ôbad 

royalsõ to the colonies, or otherwise they volunteered to go.  

There are some genealogists who seriously write that most of 

Europe descends from the Emperor, Charlemagne, it is just 

that some can prove it and some cannot. 

 

The story in this book begins with a man, John McQuary, 

1710, of Iona, Scotland, who after having miraculously 

survived the Battle of Culloden, was captured by the British 

and sent to America as an indentured slave in 1746, for 

which there are solid records.  After serving six of his seven 

year penalty in North Carolina, he moved to Virgina where 

he married Miranda Stout.  This man became the progenitor 

of multiple tens of thousands of McQuarys spread across 

the USA and Canada today! 
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Some notes on the spellings of McQuary 

 

There seems to be some confusion or concern, by some in our 

family, over the spellings of this surname.  Actually, I 

found that in the handwritten census records, there are only 

two basic spellings:  McQuary and McQuerry.  Other 

variants come into play when people either misread the 

handwriting, or apart from the census record, some have 

made up their own version such as McQueary. 

 

First, the oldest, American spelling registered, for this 

family , is that of John McQuary, spelled as you see it, by 

the authorities who registered him, upon his 1776 arrival in 

North Carolina, as an indentured slave.  However, once the 

census records began in 1790, we find that William, son of 

John, was given or was using the spelling, ôMcQuerryõ, 

which undoubtedly reflects how the name was originally 

pronounced by the ancestor giving the report.  The literate 

interviewer merely spelled the name as he heard it.  In one or 

two cases they spelled it McQuery, but it is basically the 

same spelling. 

 

By the time Williamõs son, Humphrey, was reporting in the 

United States census records, he was using the ôMcQuaryõ 

spelling and used it consistently from 1850 through to 1880.  

His descendants, including our own family, used and still 

use this spelling.  In the USA, many McQuarys adopted the 

ôMcQuearyõ spelling to reflect what they believe is the 
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original pronunciation.  However, phonetically, this spelling 

should produce the sound, ôMcQueer-yõ and not McWare-y. 

 

There is no need to panic.  Whatever the spelling, there is no 

problem posed in the accuracy of this research.  Spelling 

variances are common with any name and should be 

expected.  My maternal grandmother, Eleanor Barr, 

daughter of Alfred Barr, is listed in the 1901 census as 

Enona, but the misspelling does not change the fact that the 

person listed is my grandmother.    
 

Ernest knew very little of his ancestry, but before he passed 

away, he had been reading about the Scottish MacQuarrie 

clan from some books I loaned him.   

 

òWe were always led to believe that we were of Irish 

descent,ó he said, òbut Erle (McQuary) argued that, ôno, not 

Ireland but Scotland, is the originõ, and Iõm thinking that he 

may be right after all.ó 

 

I agree with Erle, and the following research proves it.  I 

hope you enjoy the story. 

 

 

 

Maurie Nord, Pusan, South Korea, February, 2007 
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From Scotland 

 

 

McQuary Origins 

 
Ulva, Scotland 

 

 

 

A FEW FACTS:  

 

*The proper Gaelic spelling is said to be MacGuarai, and from this 

are derived the common modern forms of MacQuarie in Scotland 

and MacGuaran or MacGuire in Ireland. 

 

*The MacQuarries are connected closely to the first uniting and 

reign of Scotland under King Alpin. 

 

*They were dispersed by wars and wandered to the island of Ulva 

as pictured above. 

 

*The first recorded chief of the clan was John MacQuarrie of Ulva, 

who died in 1473  

 

*The earliest known ancestor I can find is John McQuarrie, born 

1681 in Laggan, Ulva, Scotland.  

 

*John MacQuarrie had a son named John MacQuarrie, born 1710 

on Iona Island  He fought against the English in the Battle of 

Culloden, 16 April 1746, was captured and sent away a slaveé. 
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éé 

To North Carolina 
 

Early McQuarys in the Colonies of British 

North America 
 

 

 

John McQuary, 1710, of Iona, Scotland 
 

The Cruel Aftermath Of the Battle of Culloden. 

 

After the defeat of the Scots in the Battle of Culloden, the English 

went about massacring all of the wounded they could find.  The 

English General earned the nickname, òThe Butcher Cumberland.ó 

 

Miraculously, John MacQuarrie was captured unwounded, and 

instead he was sent to America as an identured slave.  He may have 

walked this ancient, North Carolina path on his way to Virginia. 

 

Little did he know his hard path would lead to filling North 

America with those who would bear his name.  
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Virginia 

 

John McQuary was sent to North Carolina on the ship, ñPamelaò as an 

indentured slave.  Here is a transcript of the hand-written document noting 

his arrival: 
 

Name: John McQuary 

Year: 1746-1747 

Place: America 

Source Publication Code: 4913 

Primary Immigrant: McQuary, John 

Source Bibliography: McBRIDE, RANSOM. "Lists of Scottish Rebels 

Prisoners Transported to America in the Aftermath of Culloden-1746." In 

The North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal, vol. 6:2 (May 1980), pp. 

78-94. 

Page: 85 

 

 
 

He was to serve seven years, but it was cut short and before 1753, John 

McQuary moved to Virginia where he married Miranda Stout.    

 

Married: 1753 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

Children: 

John McQuerry , b: Nov 1754 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

Mary McQuerry b: Dec 1760 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

Annie McQuerry b: Jan 1762 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

William McQuerry b: 9 FEB 1765 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, 

Virginia 

Andrew McQuerry b: 1770 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

 

 

As noted above, the spelling of the name gives a strong clue as to the 

original pronounciation, namely, ñMc WARE Yò and not ñMc WORE Yò.   

Indeed, when, as a child, attending the sales at the Maple Ridge / Pitt 

Meadows Auction Barn near Hammond, British Columbia, the auctioneer 
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read my stepfatherôs name as ñMcWareyò.  When I asked my step dad why 

he was pronouncing the name wrongly, he replied that some in the family 

say that is how the name was originally pronounced.  

 

At some point, between 1770 and 1779, John McQuary moved back to 

Wilkes County, North Carolina where researchers have recorded that he died 

in 1779, before the first census of 1790.  Since John does not appear in this 

record, he must have died before it was taken.  Miranda, his wife, must have 

died sometime after 1770 either in Virginia or North Carolina.  

 

John and Miranda McQuary had the following children: 

 

1  John McQuerry , Sr. b: NOV 1754 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County,  

    Virginia    

2  Mary McQuerry b: DEC 1760 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County,   

    Virginia 

3  Annie McQuerry b: JAN 1762 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County,   

    Virginia 

4  William McQuerry b: 9 FEB 1765 in Lynchburg, Appomattox      

     County, Virginia 

5  Andrew McQuerry b: 1770 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia 

 

 

  

Name: William McQuerry  

Sex: M  

Birth: 9 FEB 1765 in Lynchburg, Appomattox County, Virginia  

Death: 25 APR 1832 in Somerset, Pulaski County, Kentucky  

Burial: Flat Lick Baptist Church Cemetery, near Somerset, Pulaski County, 

Kentucky 

Father: John MacQuarrie born: 1710 in Iona Island, Scotland  

Mother: Miranda Stout born: ABT. 1732 in Virginia. 

Marriage: Nancy Ann "Hannah" Shepherd b: 8 MAR 1770 in St. George's 

Parish, Spotsylvania County, Virginia 

  

 

It appears that at least some of the children of John and Miranda McQuary 

moved back to North Carolina with their parents and William was among 
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them, for we find the record of his marriage to NANCY ANN ñHANNAHò 

SHEPHERD in Wilkes County, North Carolina.  The following is the United 

States Census record of 1800 for his family in the township of Morgan: 

 

 

1830 

 United States Federal Census  

about William McQuerry  

Name: William McQuerry  

Township: Not Stated   

County: Pulaski   

State: Kentucky  

 

 

Unfortunately, the census records prior to 1850 only note the heads of 

households by name and not the spouses or children whom are noted by 

number in the household.  However, some genealogists have found that:  

 

William McQuerry and Hannah Shepherd had the following children: 

 

1   Mary "Polly" McQuerry b: 14 Dec 1787 in Wilkes County, N.C.         

2   Edward "Eddie" McQuerry b: 1788 in Pulaski County, Kentucky 

3   John McQuerry b: 17 Aug 1793 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

4   Allen McQuerry b: 10 May 1795 in Reddies River, Wilkes County, N.C 

5   Pleasant McQuerry b: 27 Nov 1796 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

6   Jesse McQuerry b: 20 May 1800 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

7   Sarah "Lizzie" McQuary b: 24 Aug 1802 in Wilkes County, N.C. 

8   Rebecca McQuerry b: 6 May 1804 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

9   William McQuerry b: 4 May 1806 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

10  Nancy McQuerry b: 30 Dec 1807 in Wilkes County, North Carolina 

11  Humphrey McQuary b: 7 after 1810 in Wilkes County, N.C 

12   Elizabeth McQuerry b: after 1809 
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See the moves of McQuarys in the United States on the map above  

 

1  NC to VA (North Carolina to Virginia) after 1770 

2  VA to NC (Virginia to North Carolina) before 1779 

3  NC to KY (North Carolina to Kentucky) after 1810 

4  KY to MO (Kentucky to Missouri) between 1842 and 1844 

5  MO to IA (Missouri to Iowa) between 1880 and 1888 

6  IA to MO (Iowa to Missouri)  between September, 1888 and April, 1889. 

 

After this, the next move was to Saskatchewan, Canada, then to British 

Columbia. 
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Kentucky 
 

 

Except Eddie, who may be the result of an exploratory venture into 

Kentucky, all of William McQuerryôs children were born in Wilkes County, 

North Carolina, however, at some point, after 1810, William moved his 

family to Pulaski County, Kentucky.  Allen McQuerry and possibly brother 

John, moved to IOWA / ILLINOIS which may have been the inspiration for 

a later move to that state by CHARLES MCQUARY, grandfather of Ernest 

Franklin McQuary, my stepfather.   This was the next of seven pioneer 

moves by McQuarys which would result in our branch of the family living in 

British Columbia, Canada.  No wonder Ernest wanted to move around a lot! 

 

Of the children of William and Hannah Shepherd, Humphrey McQuary is 

the great grandfather of Ernest McQuary. 

 

In Pulaski County, Kentucky, Humphrey met and married CATHERINE 

BUSTER, daughter of Michael Buster and Charlotte Black.   

 

Two years after the 1830 census, William McQuerry died 25 April 1832 in 

Somerset, Pulaski County, Kentucky.  Nancy Shepherd died 12 June 1835 in 

Pulaski County.  To put things into perspective, William and Nancy 

McQuary are contemporaries of Daniel Boone who opened up Kentucky 

as new land for the taking.  Who knows, perhaps they even knew him. 

 

In Flat Lick Baptist Church Cemetery: 
 
William McQueary Feb 9 1765 April 25 1832* (see ref 

Nancy McQueary Mar 8 1770 July 12 1835*  

 

Humphrey McQuary, great grandfather of Ernest Franklin McQuary, had 

two children in Kentucky, Sarah Ann in 1840, and James in 1842.  At some 

point between 1842 and 1844, the family moved to Missouri where William 

M McQuary was born in 1844.  From here on, the family shows up in 

successive census records for Macon County, Missouri where the other 

children were born: 
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1850 United States Federal Census 

 

Humphrey McQuary, 39 

Catherine McQuary, 27 

 

Sarah Ann McQuary, 10, born in Kentucky 

James A McQuary, 8, born in Kentucky 

William M McQuary, 6, born in Missouri 

Mary E McQuary, 3, born in Missouri 

John E McQuary, 1, born in Missouri 

 

 

  

1860 United States Federal Census  

  

Humphrey McQuary  

Age in 1860: 50   

Birth Year: abt 1810   

Birthplace: North Carolina   

Home in 1860: Jackson, Macon, Missouri  

Gender: Male   

Post Office: Economy  

Value of real estate: View image  

Household Members: Name Age  

Humphry McQuary 50   

Catharine McQuary 37   

James A McQuary 18   

William M McQuary 16   

Mary C McQuary 13   

John E McQuary 12   

Charles B McQuary 9   

Eysabeth McQuary 6   

Charlotte McQuary 4   

Harvey S McQuary 2   
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1870 United States Federal Census 

 

Name: H Mcquary 

Estimated Birth Year: abt 1810 

Age in 1870: 60 

Birthplace: North Carolina 

Home in 1870: Jackson, Macon, Missouri 

Race: White 

 Post Office: Macon 

Roll: M593_790 

Page: 102 

Image: 204 

Humphrey McQuary, 60 

Catherine McQuary, 47 

John A McQuary, 21 

Charles Buster McQuary, 19 

Elizabeth McQuary, 17 

Charlotte McQuary, 15 

Harvey McQuary, 12 

Harriet McQuary, 10 

Ulysses McQuary, 7 

 

1880 United States Federal Census 

 

Name: Humphrey McQuary 

Home in 1880: Atlanta, Macon, Missouri 

Age: 70 

Estimated birth year: abt 1810 

Birthplace: North Carolina 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Married 

Household: 

Humphrey McQuary 70 

Catherine McQuary 57 

Harvy McQuary 2 

Ulysses Grant McQuary 17 
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In the same census, Charles Buster McQuary, Ernest McQuaryôs 

grandfather, is noted as living next door to his father, Humphrey McQuary. 

He had a farm, was married to Mary Broeffle, and had a son, E Clarence 

McQuary. 

  

Humphrey McQuary married into the BUSTER family of Pulaski, Kentucky, 

an old family, and the ancestry on this line is thought, by some, to go back to 

(see below) #5 Elizabeth Wallace, 1709, of Ireland, who descends from the 

same Wallace family as the Braveheart, William Wallace.  One line, starting 

at #3 William Woods Buster, is  registered with the Mormon Church for 

proxy baptisms: 

 

 

1   Catherine Buster, Kentucky, daughter of 

2   Michael Buster, Virginia, 1799, son of 

3   William Woods Buster, 1754, North Carolina, son of 

4   William Buster, 1735, Virginia, son of 

5   Elizabeth Wallace, 1709, Dunshanglin Castle, Ireland, daughter of 

6   Peter Wallace, 1680, Sterlingshire, Scotland, son of 

7   Samuel Wallace, 1635, Ayrshire, Scotland, son of 

8   Janet Wallace, 1608, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, daughter of 

9   William Wallace, 1580, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

10  William Wallace, 1555, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

11  William Wallace, 1530, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

12  William Wallace, 1500, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

13  John Wallace, 1470, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

14  Patrick Wallace, 1440, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

15  George Wallace, 1410, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

16  Thomas Wallace, 1387, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

17  John James Wallace, 1355,Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

18  John Wallace, 1320, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

19  John Wallace, 1297, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

20  John Wallace, 1277, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, son of 

21  Malcolm Wallace, 1245, Elderslie, Renfrew, Scotland, father of 

 

William Wallace, now known as Braveheart. 

 

 



 20 

Although some may think this is far-fetched, the research and documentation 

is actually quite good including the following: 

THE BUSTER FAMILY HISTORY" [Copied from HISTORY OF 

ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VA]: The place in North Garden, where William 

and Elizabeth settled, was formerly known as Goochland. Albemarle County 

was not formed until about 1744. We also know that William and Elizabeth 

had at least one more son, William, though not mentioned in the above 

History of Albemarle County. He is believed to be older than John and 

Claudius. He married Jane Woods, and from this line stems our own present 

generation. William died in Wythe County, VA, in 1795."  

 

And research such as this: 

Mary Ann {BUSTER} DUNLAP   Fri Jan 17, 2003 

ñI am researching the BUSTARD/BUSTER family of Macon Co. and have 

found the following information: 

I. William BUSTARD/BUSTER Md. Elizabeth WALLACE Reportedly 

from Donegal, Ireland and immigrated to Albermarle Co. VA. 

II. William BUSTER married. Jane WOODS of Wythe Co. VA. 

III. Michael BUSTER born to William BUSTER and Jane WOODS 1757. 

He married Rachel JARMAN and enlisted in the military on May 1794 from 

Fincastle, Washington Co. At the age of 17 he came to Macon Co. MO. 

Shortly after he applied for his pension.ò 

A Buster descendant is also said to have had some involvement in the 

founding of the Kentucky Derby.  With genes like this in him, no wonder 

Ernest McQuary loved horses and farming. 

Humphrey McQuary was a farmer for many decades in Macon, Missouri. 

The census record in 1870, notes that his holdings were worth five thousand 

dollars while his personal wealth was listed as being two thousand dollars.   

In todayôs money, that would be a considerable sum.  Humphrey McQuary 

died on the 28
th
 of December, 1886, in Macon County Missouri.  Catherine 

McQuary died on the 2
nd

 of June 1898, in the same county.  They are buried 

in the Mount Tabor Cemetery near Atlanta, Macon, Missouri. 
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Humphrey McQuary and Catherine Buster had the following children: 

 

1   Sarah Ann McQuary, born 1840, Kentucky 

2   James A McQuary, born  1842, Missouri 

3   William McQuary, born 1844, Missouri 

4   Mary E McQuary, born 1847, Missouri 

5   John E McQuary, born 1849, Missouri 

6   Charles Buster McQuary, born 1851, Missouri 

7   Elizabeth McQuary, born 1854, Missouri 

8   Caroline Charlotte McQuary, born 1856, Missouri   

9   Harvey S McQuary, born 1858, Missouri    

10  Harriet McQuary, born 1860, Missouri 

11  Ulysses Grant McQuary, born 1863, Missouri 

 

 

Sixth-born of the above children, is CHARLES BUSTER MCQUARY, 

grandfather of Ernest McQuary. 

 

Of the children of Humphrey and Catherine, I have so far found that: 

 

 

1  Sarah Ann McQuary married D. S.  Richardson and had: 

 

    1  Milliard Richardson, 1858, Missouri 

    2  George F Richardson, 1860, Missouri 

    3  William H Richardson, 1862, Missouri 

    4   Sarah Richardson, 1864, Missouri 

    5   Edward Richardson, 1865, Missouri 

    6   Ida Richardson, 1867, Missouri 

    7   Alarda Richardson, 1870, Missouri 
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2  James Allen McQuary, 1841, Missouri 

     

 Died in the Civil War in 1863.  Read his story at the end of the book. 

 

 

3  William McQuary, 1844, married Asenath and had twins: 

 

    1   William O McQuary, 1872, Missouri 

    2    Ethel McQuary, 1872, Missouri 

 

     

4  Mary C McQuary, 1847 

 

Mary Ellen McQuary married J.J. Bristow and they had the following: 

 

Katie 

Ora  

Sadie 

Otis 
  

 

5  Edwin John McQuary married Lucy Jane Chessman and had: 

      

     1  Edwin Irving McQuary, 1872 Macon, Missouri    

     2  John Humphrey McQuary, 1874, Nebraska,    

     3  Ivah May Mcquary, 1877, Nebraska    

     4   Lauretta McQuary, 1879, Missouri    

     5   Daisy Maud McQuary, 1881, Missouri     

     6   Carol Forest McQuary, 1883    

     7   Anna Jay McQuary, 1886     

     8   Carra Lelia Mcquary, 1888      

     9   Iona Zoe McQuary, 1890    

    10  Otho Leo McQuary, 1894, Oregon  
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6  Charles Buster McQuary married Mary E Broeffle and had: 

      

     1  Clarence E McQuary, Missouri  

     2  Alta J McQuary, Missouri 

     3  Charles Gilbert McQuary, Iowa,  Grandfather of the Canadian branch 

 

 

7   Elizabeth McQuary, born 1854, Missouri, married Samuel Stone and had: 

 

     1   Ollie Stone, daughter, born 1874, Missouri 

     2   Arlton Stone, son, born 1876, Missouri 

     3   Mamie Stone, 1880, Missouri 

     4   George V Stone,  1882, Missouri 

     5   Mary M Stone, 1885, Missouri 

 

 

 8   Charlotte McQuary, 1856, Missouri,  married Joseph S Park and had:  

 

     1  Jay Clinton Park 

     2  Austin E Park, 1876, Missouri 

     3  Grace L Park, 1879, Missouri 

     4  James Park, 1881, Missouri 

     5  Mary E Park, 1886, Missouri 

     6  Jo Katheryn Park, 1892, Missouri 

     7  Pauline M Park, 1895, Missouri 

 

   

 

9   Harvey McQuary married Amanda J  and had:  

     

      1    Charles Earnest McQuary, 1892, Missouri  

      2    Marion A McQuary, 1894, Missouri 

      3    Lora E McQuary, 1898, Missouri 

 

        

Note: Harvey McQuary raised his family in Columbia, Washington. 
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10  Harriet Catherine McQuary, 1860, Missouri, married John Franklin     

       McQuary, 1851, of Pulaski, Kentucky and had the following children: 

 

       1    Harvey Clarence McQuary, 1878, Iowa    

       2    Dennis Everett McQuary, 1881 

       3    Charlotte Ellen McQuary, 1883 

       4    William Humphrey McQuary, 1890, Kentucky 

       5    Lela May McQuary, 1892 

 

          

 

 

Note: 10 Harriet ñHattieò McQuary, married first cousin, once removed, 

John Franklin McQuary, of Pulaski, Kentucky and moved to Iowa.  This 

shows more moves into Iowa by Kansas McQuarys which later, Charles 

Buster McQuary would attempt. 

 

William is a first cousin once removed of Harriet through his grandfather 

John McQuerry a brother of Humphrey McQuary, who had, many years 

earlier, moved to Macon, Missouri: 

 

1  William McQuerry, 1765 +  Nancy Shepherd, parents of:  

 

2  John McQuerry          +           Humphrey McQuary, parents of: 

 

3  William McQuerry     +           Harriet Hattie McQuary 

                                                              (1860) 

4  John Franklin McQuary        ééééééééééééé 

             (1851) 

 

The above table shows that although they are of different generations, Hattie 

McQuary is the second youngest of Humphrey McQuaryôs children, John 

Franklin is one of William McQuerryôs eldest, therefore, they are close to 

the same age. 
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11  Ulysses Grant McQuary married Hattie and had: 

 

       1  Mollie Claire McQuary, 1886, Missouri 

       2  Allen McQuary, 1888, Missouri 

       3  Joseph McQuary, 1890, Missouri 

       4  Earl McQuary, 1892, Missouri 

       5  Humphrey McQuary, 1894, Missouri 

       6  In a McQuary, Missouri 

 

 

Ulysses Grant McQuary, raised his family in Eagle, Macon Missouri.  

Ulysses married second to Olive.  They are found in the 1930 census and she 

is listed as born in Canada. 

 

 

 Besides Missouri, Kansas, and Iowa, many of the descendants of Humphrey 

McQuary and spread throughout Washington and Oregon states and of 

course, Canada, where in 1908, Mary Broeffle McQuary moved with her 

two sons,  Clarence E and Charles Gilbert McQuary. 

 

State of Missouri Death Record 

 

Chas. Buster McQuay  38yr 10mo 14 days  

Farmer  

Date of death: 12/04/1889   

Born: Macon Co. Mo. 

Place of death:  Atlanta, Mo    

Typhoid Fever    

Buried: Mount Tabor  12/05/1889 
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Iowa  

 

There is some research which indicates that Charles Buster McQuary was 

married to Lillie Shepherd, but if that were the case, she must have died or 

they were divorced.  

 

 

1880 United States Federal Census 

 

Name: Charles McQuary  

Home in 1880: Atlanta, Macon, Missouri  

Age: 29  

Estimated birth year: abt 1851  

Birthplace: Missouri  

Relation to head-of-household: Self (Head)  

Spouse's name: E. Mary  

Father's birthplace: NC  

Mother's birthplace: KY  
 

Household Members: Name Age  

Charles McQuary 29   

E. Mary McQuary 25   

E. Clarence McQuary 1   

 

Sometime after 1886, when daughter, Alta J, was born in Missouri, Charles 

Buster McQuary moved his family to Iowa.  As noted previously, some 

Kansas McQuary uncles had already moved there and perhaps Charles 

decided to give Iowa a try.  I must admit that I fail to understand why he 

would leave an established farm next to his fatherôs own successful 

development.  Obviously, having received his motherôs maiden name, 

BUSTER, and likely having been granted some land next door, he was being 

groomed to óinherit the farmô but turned it down in favour of pioneering in a 

new area.  

 

CHARLES GILBERT MCQUARY  of Grand Page, Shenandoah, Iowa 

 

Charles Gilbert McQuary, was born in Grant Page, Iowa, on the 27
th
 of 

September 1888, but by April of 1889, the family had moved back to 
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Missouri, and disaster struck.  Charles Buster McQuary contracted  typhoid 

fever and died in Atlanta, Missouri, on the 12
th
 of April 1889.  He was only 

38 years old and left Mary a widow to care for their children. 

However unfortunate the early death of  Charles Buster McQuary was, the 

event marked the beginning of a new era and a move north into 

Saskatchewan, Canada.  Something happened between 1889 and 1900 which 

opened up an idea about pioneering in a new area in the north.  Likely it was 

the same idea which attracted my grandparents, the Wilsons and Nords:  the 

prospect of free land. 

 

Although she is listed in the 1900 Census for Missouri, by 1908, Mary 

Broeffle McQuary was on her way to Saskatchewan, and from this point on, 

our McQuarys would be Canadians. 
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Saskatchewan, Canada 

 

As noted above, the widow, Mary McQuary, is found listed in the 1900 census 

under her maiden name of Broeffle, which was helpful because I was able to 

trace her lineage back to William S Broeffle, born about 1800, in New York.  

It is known through oral family history that around 1908, she moved with her 

son Charles Gilbert McQuary, to Estevan, Saskatchewan.  At the time of this 

writing, I do not know why she reverted so quickly to her maiden name, nor 

why she would have moved so far north to Estevan, Saskatchewan.   

 

At some point while he was living in Missouri, or on subsequent visits to that 

state, Charles Gilbert must have met Susan Laverne Davis, born August 19, 

1889 in Joplin, Missouri, to Hamilton Davis and Mary E Hamilton.   

 

Charles Gilbert McQuaryõs farm was in the vicinity of this grain elevator near 

Oungre, Saskatchewan. 
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Susan Laverne Davis 

 

Birthplace: Missouri  

Race: White  

Relationship to head-of-house: Daughter  

1900 Census Place: Drake, Macon, Missouri; Roll: T623 873; Page: 2A; 

Enumeration District: 67. 

Household Members: Name Age  

Hamilton Davis 47   

Mary E Davis 45   

Claude Davis 21   

Bertie A Davis 18   

Effie M Davis 15   

Harmon Davis 13   

Susan Davis 10   

Edna Davis 6   

Preston Hamilton 36 

 

 

Susan Laverne Davisô ancestry in America  dates back to over a hundred 

and twenty years earlier than the McQuary line, and it is all in Virginia 

with the exception of a couple of minor lines which lead into Tennessee 

and Delaware.  

 

It was her grandfather, Meredith Davis who made the move from Virginia to 

Missouri where he died between 1860 and 1870.Below, on a beautiful 

picture of the famous Blue Ridge Mountains which John Denver, and many 

others have immortalized in song, is only a part of the amazing pedigree of 

Susan Laverne Davis. 
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Susan Laverne Davisõ Pedigree 
 

Susan Laverne Davis,  1889, Joplin Missouri, daughter of 

Hamilton Davis, 1853, Missouri, son of 

Meredith Davis, 1800, Hanover, Virginia 

 

Susan Laverne Davis,  1889, Joplin Missouri, daughter of 

Mary Elizabeth Hamilton, 1855, Missouri, daughter of 

William N Hamilton, 1820, Virginia, son of 

Nathan Hamilton, 1780, Grayson, Virginia, son of 

James Hamilton, 1757, Molls Creek, Russell, Virginia 

 

William N Hamilton, 1820, Virginia, son of 

Nancy Stone, 1785, Grayson Virginia, daughter of 

Jeremiah Stone, 1744, Elk Creek, Lancaster, Virginia, son of 

William Stone, 1700, Caroline County, Virginia, son of 

John Stone, 1675, Rudgley Staffordshire, England 

Mary Elizabeth Hamilton, 1855, Missouri, daughter of 

Elizabeth Forrest, 1832, Missouri, daughter of 

Francis Preston Forrest, 1802,  Kentucky or Tennessee, son of 

Samuel T Forrest, 1770, Tennessee, son of 

James Forrest, 1751, Chester County, Pennsylvania, son of 

Samuel Forrest, 1725, Delaware 

 

Elizabeth Forrest, 1832, Missouri, daughter of 

Lucinda Lee, 1808, daughter of Richard Lee, 1753, Stafford, Virginia, son of 

Peter Lee, Washington County, Virginia 

 

Nancy Stone, 1785, Grayson Virginia, daughter of 

Susanna Hurt, 1748, Lancaster, Virginia, daughter of 

Moses Hurt, 1730, Caroline County, Virginia, son of 

John Hurt, 1703, King William County, Virginia, son of 

William Hurt  òThe Elderó Hurt II, 1680, King William City, VA, son of 

John Hurt, 1655, St Stephens, New Kent, Virginia 
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According family oral tradition, Susan Laverne moved to Estevan, 

Saskatchewan in 1909. 
 

I knew Grandma McQuary when I was a boy, and I remember her Missouri 

accent which, I think, had hardly gone away after all those years.   She 

would only drink coffee in the morning and had a strong opinion about it, for 

I heard her say: 

 

ñIf yô offer me tea in the morninô ya miôs well spit in my face.ò 

 

 

 
 

Charles Gilbert and Susan McQuary 

 

 

They say that grandma McQuaryôs hair was down to her waist if she let it 

down, but I always saw it tied up in a bun.  As a widow, she came numerous 

times to visit us at our various homes in Maple Ridge.  Her son, Ernest, took 

great delight in teasing her with pinches to the arms.  ñERNEST!  STOP 

THAT!ò 
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Mary McQuary and Mrs. Hoffmaster 

 

Charles Gilbert McQuary, took a homestead south of the Village of what is 

now Oungre, the northwest quarter 13-2-14-2.  

 

 Charles and Susan were married on November 23, 1909 at Estevan, 

Saskatchewan, and farmed for awhile south of Estevan before moving to the 

homestead.  

 

Charles and Susan had a large family, all born in Saskatchewan. 

 

CHILDRE N OF MARRIAGE, as received from Erle MCQUARY, 10 

April 2005: 

 

1  Olive September 21 1910-July 10 1995  

2  Ruth Feb 24 1912  

3  Edna Apr 5 1914 

4  Rollie Apr 10 1917 

5  Delbert Nov. 1 1919 

6  Beth Oct 16 1922-2007  

7  Al  June 29 1925-Dec 1975  

8  Ernest July 10 1927-Sept.15 2001  

9  Erle June 19 1930 

 

The McQuarys must have found, as my own Wilson ancestors did, that 

farming in Southern Saskatchewan was no cake walk.  As many did in those 
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days, the McQuarys looked to the west, to the hope of something better in 

Beautiful British Columbia. 

 

In the late 1930ôs, Charles Gilbert and Susanne Laverne McQuary decided 

to obey the call, ñGo Westò.  They moved from Saskatchewan to Creston, 

British Columbia, then later, Charles Gilbert opted for city life and a job at 

the smelter in Trail, BC.  Trail ended up being the settling place for many of 

the McQuarys.   
 

Charles Gilbert McQuary, died at Trail, BC, in 1954: 

 

Name: CHARLES GILBERT MCQUARY  

Gender: Male  

Age: 65 

Death Date: 4 March 1954  

Place of Death: TRAIL  

Registration #: 1954-09-003168  

BCA #: B13219  

GSU #: 2032965 

 

Susan Laverne (Davis) McQuary, died at Trail, BC, in 1963: 

 

Name: SUSAN LAVERNE MCQUARY  

Gender: Female  

Age: 73  

Death Date: 10 November 1963  

Place of Death: TRAIL  

Registration #: 1963-09-013531  

BCA #: B13264  

GSU #: 2033687 

 

Although Trail was the end of the trail on earth, for Charles Gilbert and 

Susan Lavern, it was only the beginning for new generations of McQuarys 

who were destined to prosper, thanks to the sacrifice and courage of these 

two ancestors. 
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Trail, BC, about 1950 

 
Trail, BC, became home for many of the McQuarys:  Charles 

Gilbert McQuary died here three years after this photo was taken, 

and Susan Laverne McQuary died here in 1963. 

 

Deb and Iona McQuary parents of 

 

Gloria and Denise 

Jimmy and Jerry, the twins 

 

Erle and Joan McQuary, parents of 

 

Shelley, Carol, and Darryl 

 

Ernest McQuary was driving taxi here around the time of the taking 

of this photograph 
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British Columbia 
 

Rollie McQuary 
 

Rollie settled in Vancouver where, for many years, he worked on First 

Avenue for a glass company.  I went fishing with Ernest and Rollie out on 

the ñSalt Chukò as he referred to the Georgia Strait.  Rollie always had a 

nice boat moored in Burrard Inlet.  We caught a lot of fish as he knew where 

to go, however, one time when we left the ñFlat Topsò = Gabriola Island, to 

return to Vancouver, Rollie got lost and in high seas and fog, we ended up 

about twenty miles north of our destination, then we followed the coastline 

down.  Rollie was hilariously funny in those days, swearing at drivers in 

Vancouver, and once on the water, he referred sailboats as ñflippinô 

yachettesò  pronouncing the óchô as in church.  ñGet outa my way ya flippinô 

yachetteéor Iôll fire a shot across yer bow!ò  If he happened to catch a 

dogfish, or mud shark, which species very often will steal a salmon from a 

fishermanôs line, he slit the belly of the unfortunate creature, and throwing it 

overboard yelled, ñGo see the flippinô fish doctor!ò  Rollie married Pearl and 

has a daughter Sharon and a son, Marvin ñSonnyò McQuary. 

 

 

Al and Erle McQuary  

 

Al McQuary told me funny stories about his childhood in Saskatchewan, 

such as the one where he and friends planned to tunnel under the school and 

blow it up.  He said they had drawn up a map and everything.  He told how 

one time he was playing a boogie-woogie record and his dad took it off the 

record player and threw it over the bank.  At sixteen or seventeen, Al lied his 

age to join the army and went overseas to fight the Nazis which netted him a 

serious injury due to a land-mine explosion.   I remember that his hands, 

arms, and chest were covered with purple dots from where the mine shrapnel 

had embedded in the skin.  Al told me a story about a soldier who wanted 

him to break his arm with a rock because he knew that his ñnumber was upò 

if he went back out into battle.  At first, Al would not do it, then the fellow 

cursed him and made him angry, so Al broke his arm and the man thanked 

him!  

 

Of the McQuary brothers, at least three played the guitar:  Al, Ernest and 

Erle.  Al had his own unique style of playing which seemed to me to be a 
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combination of blues, country, and folk.  I loved Alôs playing.  Erle liked 

Chet Atkins, and Ernest tried his best to copy Hank Snow note for note and 

was the best in picking and finger dexterity.  All three liked the Carter 

Family style and were gifted at the flat-picking óchurch lickô.  Erle could do 

some Chet Atkins-style finger picking.  Al and Erle both played accordion in 

the days when you didnôt have to hide or be ashamed, so musical get 

togethers were a feature of this branch of the McQuarys.  Erle married Joan 

and has two daughters, Shelley and Carol.  He has a son Darryl.  Erle has a 

nice well-watered piece of acreage in the Beaver Valley just east of 

Fruitvale, B.C., where he is now retired after a lifetime of service at the Trail 

smelter.  As a seniour, Erle has been brave enough to tackle learning 

computers and the internet.  He has done very well, so that I can send him 

Emails and files on family research. 

 

Deb McQuary 

 

Delbert or ñDebò McQuary, a soft-spoken and polite man, worked for many 

years in the Trail smelter.  He married Iona and has three daughters, Gloria, 

Judy, and Denise.  He also has twin sons, Jimmy and Jerry who were 

favourites of my stepfather, Ernest.  They like carsé.especially old collector 

cars.  They also play guitar and are fun company to be with, always laughing 

and joking.  Jimmy McQuary, who loves to get up early in the morning and 

go for breakfast, often took me along with him.  One of the jokes he played 

on me, was to have practised driving fast down back alleys in the downtown 

part of the city of Trail, so that he would know the exact distance between 

two cars, for instance, or a car and a telephone pole.  He made sure that he 

could safely pass through the narrow gate before taking me with him for óa 

rideô.  Of course, I was oblivious to what he had planned, and speeding 

down a back alley, approaching the narrow passage which he had practised, 

I thought he had lost his mind.  When we had passed safely through, Jimmy 

laughed to tears at my horrified face. 

 

Beth McQuary 

 

The only daughter of Charles Gilbert and Susanne Laverne McQuary whom 

I know is Beth McQuary.  From a first marriage, she has a daughter, 

Laverne, and a son, Gordon.  She married second to Doug Ellis, and with 

him, she has a son, Robbie.  I know all three cousins fairly well.  First, I 

visited with Gordie and Robbie in the summer time when I took bus trips to 

Trail on school vacation.  They lived in Montrose, which Gordie hated 




