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Forward

This is the second of five family history books which | am

endeavoring to write iIin the s
Scattered Fl ockoq. OBbobkkn@®sae,;
i s a study of my father, Al ex
Scandinavi a. This present wo
Land of the Celtsdo, i s a sear

Ireland, Scotland, and England.

This effort is the result of years of reseandiich dates

back to when my mother, Audrey Wilson, first showed me a
tattered old genealogical table which outlined our ancestry
back to about 1816 in Northern Ireland. The emphasis of
the chart was on the Wilson surname, of course, but there
were othesurnames which caught my imagination:
Kennedy, Bell, Forsyth, Parker, Hamilton,

Matthewséand when | had finis
mi ssing branches as | <coul d,
turned my attention, once aga

now semed a little too sparse. The result, thanks to the

advent of the internet and searchable primary records online,

| have been able to fill in so much information on the

Kennedys, Bells, Parkers, as well as more information than

ever on the Wilsons incladiland, probate, census,

marriage, birth and death records. Part three of this book is
entitled 6Geneal ogiesd, and a
unndaunting list of names, | would encourage you to read

them because first, they are all real people adaéal



lives on earth, and second, especially in the Matthews
Geneal ogy, there are very int
stories, such as the one recounting how a grand daughter of
Edward Barr had her head shot off by her husband while

duck hunting. Was éccidental? Was he charged? Were

there withesses? You will have to read the genealogy under
Matthews to find out!

This book ends with the autobiography of Audrey Wilson. |
wrote a few notes about her childhood, but who better to tell
the story of hdife than Audrey herself?

Books three and four will b e
ancestry: OBook Three: From
and O06Book Four: From France
I have finished Book Five in

Hi s t osil waited toaive it to my step brother, Gilbert
McQuary, as a birthday gift.

In the meantime, | hope you will put on your kilts and
enjoy, OFrom the Land of the
Maurie Nord

April 11th 2007, Pusan, South Korea
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Introduction

In order to better acquaint the reader with a story which will become
unavoidably intricate, | decided upon a gesgahic introduction to help

visualize the movements of our ancestors which led to our present lives and
locations. | will describe and show on maps where our forefathers came
from, to where they went, and the time frame of their migrations. There are
two basic origins: Ireland and England.

Ireland

Northern Ireland:

County Cavan: WILSON

County Tyrone: KENNEDY, FORSYTH

County Fermanagh: BELL

County Armagh: PARKER, ALEXANDER, HAMILTON

The Irish Republic:

County Cork: BLOOMER

England

London: MATHEWS
Yorkshire: BARR, THIRKILL

Although all of these people come from different places and some from
different generations, they all had one geographic destination in common:
Ontario, Canada, and a chance at what they hoped woulbditeallife.

Below are maps of Ireland and England which show the locations of the
families we will be researching.



Ireland

Wilson in Cavan
Bell in Fermanagh
Kennedy and Forsythe in Tyrone
Parker, Alexander, and Hamilton in Armagh
Bloomer in Cork



Irish Counties

|:| Connaught

|:| Munstaer

|:| Leinster =
D Ulzter [Morthern Ire)

|:| l=atar [Rep of Ire.]

Map courtesy of

"a local heart with a global beat”

As you can see, the Nortimelrish families lived in an almost complete
circle. Indeed, if someone were to have lived in County Monaghan, the
circle would have been full. Far to the south we see where the Bloomer
family came from, in County Cork. There is some thought that the
Bloomers may originate in Holland or Germany from whence they fled
religious persecution (they may have been Hugenots)



Barr in North Yorkshire England

Sutherland

Ross-shire and
Cromartyshire

Lancashire
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According to history and the testimony of relatives presently living in
Northern Ireland, auWilsons originate in Scotland. As shown above, it is
easy to see how close the eastern tip of Argylshire, Scotland, is to counties
Antrim and Down in Northern Ireland. The area of Western Scotland
labeled ,Wilson, is said to be the origin of the Wilsswof Croglin, a powerful
clan, the majority of which, when broken by the collapse of the Ayr Douglas
Bank in 1781, emigrated to Northern Ireland.



IMMIG RANTS FOLLOW IMMIGRANTS: IRELAND

| dondét know who s &nownandttruefadaythat |, but

immigrants follow immigrants because it is the most natural thing to do.

AUncl e Charles sent a letter all t
Is wonderful! The British government is opening up a new land called
Emily andé. o

So, the storyprobably was told in many households until the bowels of

sailing ships became packed with poor Irish who, by grace, stayed alive,
over the hellish North Sea, with hopes and dreams of a new land and a new
life.

So who were the first in our family to makee move? Who were the brave
pioneers? In Cavan, Ireland, the Wilsons may have heard stories sent back,
from neighbouring Fermanagh, about a new land offering in the Province of
Upper Canada, in the county of Newcastle (later called Victoria). The name
of the new offering was EMILY, and some of the following people from
Fermanagh set out before 1820 to stake their clabwsnphrey Finlay and

his family first established themselves in Emily Township, and were

followed by James Laidley and William andr@zel Cottingham, who

cleared and built on the site of modern Omenidere is a transcript of the

1820 census for Emily Township. The Wilsons arrived about 1829.

EMILY TOWNSHIP - 1820 CENSUS

SETTLER NAME LOCATION ORIGIN AGE MALEO1 6 FEMALO16
MALEUN16 FEMALU16 MALES FEMALES FAMSIZE SOILTYPE HERE1821

MARSHALL HENRY 110 S/2 GERMANY 33 1 1 1
2 4 5 YES

BEST DAVID 2 112 E/2 IRELAND 49 1 1 3
1 2 6 5 YES
BEST DAVID 1 112 W/2 IRELAND 51 1 1 2
2 3 6 5 YES
FINLAY HUMPHREY 115 S/2 IRELAND 33 1 1 1
1 2 4 5 YES
LEE NATHAN 118 E/2 IRELAND 27 1 0 0
0 0 1 1 YES
LEE WILLIAM 118 W/2 IRELAND 60 1 1 0

1 2 1 YES
BEATTY ROBERT 120 N/2 IRELAND 21 1 0 0
0 1 1 NO
COLLUM HUGH 212 N/2 IRELAND 23 1 0 0
0 1 5 YES
JACKSON HENRY 218 S/2 IRELAND 40 1 1 3
5 9 1 YES
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10 TAGGART JAMES 312 S/2 IRELAND 21 1 0 0
0O 1 O 1 6 YES

Also, from county Fermanagh, William Bell, in 1932, was the first, along
with John Hunter, to seriously settle Verulaum, which neighboured Emily
Township. Hunter located in the southeast corneh@tawnship, while
William Bell and family settled near the Harvey boundary, north of
Bobcaygeon

The Kennedys of Tyrone immigrated about the same time as the Wilsons,

around 1829 or so, probably both families hearing the same stories sent back

by very smil mail by the Fermanagh pioneers. As of this writing, | have not
investigated, to any depth, whether any relatives of Rebecca Forsyth, wife of
William Kennedy, made the move overseas. There is a JAMES FORSYTH
born 1804, Ireland, listed in the 1901 Casigor Ops, Ontario. His birth

year could fit to be Rebeccads brother

In County Armagh, young James Parker and wife, set sail with his parents,
James (John) and Mary Parker in 1833, where in New York, the young
couple gave birth to their first child, iEhbeth Ann Parker. After this, they
moved north into Ontario, Olden Township, in the county of Frontenac.

Far to the south, in Cork Ireland, future wife of Matthew Wilson, Mary Ann
Bloomer. was born about 1818. In all likelihood, her father, Jamesri&ioo
moved to the Emily offering around
family in 1829 or 1830. James Bloomer is noted as having land not far from
the Wilson holdings which would show how easily Mathew Wilson could
have met Mary Ann Bloomer.

An interesing fact to note in all these migrations is that they took place just
before the devastating potato famine of Ireland which resulted in the death
by starvations of countless unfortunate Irish.

IMMIGRANTS FOLLOW IMMIGRANTS: ENGLAND

There are two importaramilies in our genealogy whom we will study.

They come from the north side of the County Yorkshire, England, Their
names are BARR and THIRKILL. These surnames are found in the oldest
records of the parish of HAWNBY, Yorkshire. | was surprised toalisr

that it was the THIRKILL family who first made moves to the new world,

t

h e



indeed, they appear to have arrived in Ontario even before the first settlers of
Emily Township in 1820. Some Thirkill names appear in 1800 to 1805.
The Thirkills and the Barrsf Yorkshire intermarried, and one marriage was
between JANE THIRKILL, born 1897, daughter of Christopher Thirkill,
Hawnby, Yorkshire, and WILLIAM BARR, born 1897, son of Edward Barr,
Hawnby, Yorkshire. William and Jane Barr had four sons, William,

Edward Emanuel, Thirkill, and Charles. Eldest son, William died young in
1844, and after William Barr, Seniour died in 1850, mother Jane decided to
sell the 18 acre farm and start a new life in Ontario. A brave woman at age
53, she took her three sons, Edwartdirkill, and Charles with her.

Emanuel Barr was married and did not join their emigration. However, in
1881, his son, Emanuel, moved his family to Manitoba, then in 1889,
Emanuel Senior joined his son and grandchildren in Winnipeg. Winspear
Barr, a wother to Emanuel Jr, also moved to Manitoba. His son, William
Winspear Barr died in Vancouver BC in 1967 and left posterity in Alberta
and the USA.

Why did Jane Thirkill Barr decide to move to Ontario? Probably because

she had heard stories from Thitkelatives who had already settled there.

One close connection, though not solidly proven, is that her brother John
Thirkill, married to Elizabeth, had a son named Christopher Thirkill who

emi grated to Ontario in thbentoBiMm0Ods.
in about 1850, and a second son, Thomas Thirkill, born in Etiobicoke,
Ontario, moved west to British Columbia and raised a large family in the

New Westminster, BC, area of Ladner and Delta.

| have the shipping record for the arrival of the ®amily in New York,

one hundred and one years to the day from when | was born, on June 12
1851. After their arrival they moved north into Ontario where Edward Barr
settled in Olden Township, Frontenac, while younger brothers, Thirkill and
Charles seked in St Vincent / Meaford, Grey County. At this writing, | am

not sure where matriarch, Jane Barr settled, but | suspect that she joined her
younger sons in Grey County and her burial can probably be found in
Lakeview Cemetery, Meaford, Ontario, near sens, Thirkill and Charles.
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1 Wilson, Kennedy, Bell 91830, Emily, Veralaum, Victoria County
2 Jane, Thirkill and Charles Barr 8 1851, St Vincent, Grey County
3 Edward Barr 91851, Olden Township, Frontenac County



Although some remained on the original beilséeds were scattered
across Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British

Columbia. Below are the journeys of Robert Wilson, 1839, and son
Ross Wilson, 1896.



